	Minutes of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held on

	Tuesday  17th December 2024

	at 7.30pm in the Cledan Room, Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre.



1. Present.
	1.1. 
	Cllrs.
	J.C. Barnes (Chairperson), S.L. Jerman, D.I. Jones, M.H. Jones, S.R. Kiely,       W. Le Maître, & T.H. Thomas.



2. Apologises for Absence.
	2.1. 
	Cllrs.
	J.E. Ellison.

	2.2. 
	Cllr.
	Les George.



3. Declaration of Interest.
	3.1. 
	None.



4. Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting.
	4.1. 
	The Minutes of the meeting of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held  in the Cledan Room, Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre on
Tuesday  19th November 2024 were unanimously agreed

	
	

	
	Proposed Cllr:
	M.H. Jones.
	Seconded Cllr:
	T.H. Thomas.



5. Cemetery.
5.1.1. Cemetery inspection had identified that the tree needed pruning.
5.1.2. Fencing. No progress.

6. Matters Arising.
6.1. Matters Reported to Powys County Council.
	Location.
	Issue.
	Powys Ref.
	Comments.

	Trem y Noddfa Carpark.
SY17 5LJ.
	Potholes.
	JD171795
	Powys CC Housing are responsible.
16.08.2022. Cllr Les George reported he had chased the matter again.
20.06.2023. Scheduled with Powys CC Housing Budget. Cllr George chasing.
16.01.2024. Update received. Powys Housing talking to Contractors. 
01.03.2024. Work scheduled for April 2024.
28.05.2024. Waiting on Contractor.
01.09.2024. Powys waiting Contractor schedule.

	
	Blocked Drain.
	JD188470
	

	Frankwell.
SY17 5LP.
	Overgrown. Flooding issue
	6178-0656-5808-6548.
	25.10.2022. Under investigation
28.10.2022. Passed to Powys CC Land Drainage Section. 
18.07.2023. Unable to establish ownership of trees.

	Winllan Lane
SY17 5JS
	Over hanging trees
	5970-6583-5889-5669
	20.06.2023. Difficult for lorries to pass.
18.07.2023. Powys CC attended site. No issues. Still not satisfactory. Cllrs to measure height at offending location.
28.05.2024 Unlikely to proceed.
20.06.2024. Map provided showing Powys CC ownership of trees. None along length.

	Rhyd/Y Cwm. SY17 5JY
	Potholes & Sweeping
	0765-9105-8655-0838
	23.11.2023 Reported.
24.11.2023. Job raised for Potholes.
01.03.2024. Job raised to fill potholes.

	Maes y Dafarn.
SY17 5NG.
	Speed Humps too high
	3580-5118-1599-7359
	20.06.2024. Reported.
07.10.2024. Powys unwilling to act.

	Cerniog Bridge 
	Lack of road markings
	0088-0514-9178-8732
	26.07.2024. Reported
02.08.2024. Added to Works list

	Lane to Waun. SY17 5LS
	Overgrown verges
	4373-0952-5186-5035
	26.07.2024. Reported.
02.08.2034. Already reported

	Carno
	Ragwort
	
	01.109.2024. Advised it issue had been referred to Highways Manager.

	Rhyd/Cwm
	Blocked Culvert
	2939-1065-3179-6889
	01.09.2024. Reported.
07.10.2024. Job Raised for Jetter.
16.10.2024. Advised still active.
14,11.2024.Jetter booked.


6.2. Matters Reported to the MNWTRA.
	Location.
	Issue.
	TRA Ref.
	Comments.

	A470.
	Blocked drains
	W24124754
	18.06.2024Need emptying.
18.06.2024. Approx 3 weeks.

	Ty Brith/Aleppo
	Overgrown trees.
	W24125369
	17.07.2024 Reported.
01.09.2024, No action proposed as the trees are not mature enough.

	Ty Mawr Farmyard
	No drop kerbs
	W24126165.
	02.09.2024. Reported

	Sarn Bridge.
	Overgrown trees.
	W24126819
	07.10.2024. Reported.


6.3. Ward Councillors Report. (Cllr. Les George).
6.3.1. In Cllr George’s absence there was no report.
6.4. Carno Station Action Group. (Cllr. J.C. Barnes).
6.4.1. Cllr. Barnes reported that letters had been sent to the First Minister and the Transport Minister.
6.5. Public Convenience.
6.5.1. The  issues with the  ‘Ladies’ have yet to be resolved.
6.5.2. A quote is a waited for painting the Convenience.
6.6. Defibrillator.
6.6.1.  In light of the cost, Cllr Kiely undertook to review the quote with Scottish Power comment.
6.7. Ty Brith Lease.
6.7.1. No news.
6.8. Bus Shelters.
6.8.1. The Clerk had written to Powys CC asked for repairs to the roof of the shelter adjacent to the Peniel Chapel be undertaken and a new bus shelter to be installed on the opposite of the A470 adjacent to Keiron Owen’s Transport yard but awaited a reply.
6.9. Pedestrian Crossings,
6.9.1. No progress.
6.10. Fallen Fence, Gerddi Cledan. 
6.10.1. Cllr Kiely undertook to further investigate who was responsible for the site and if there were any contact details.
6.11. Secondary School Allocation.
6.11.1. The Clerk read out the response from Powys CC. He asked if anyone could make better sense of the information given it was only reiterating the current position and would appear not to have addressed any of the Council’s concerns. It was accepted the reply was very disappointing and ignored the concerns the Council had raised. No decision was taken as to a response from the Council.


6.12. A470 Talerddig Closure.
6.12.1. Details of the closure had been published and it was disappointing that the work was now going to last to April 2025.
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
6.1. 
6.2. 
6.3. 
6.4. 
6.5. 
6.6. 
6.7. 
6.8. 
6.9. 
6.10. 
6.11. 
6.12. 
6.13. Precept 2025/2026.
6.13.1. The Clerk advised that the 2025/2026 Precept had to be agreed at the January 2025 Meeting.
6.14. Audio Conferencing. (Cllr J.P. Ellison)
6.14.1. Cllrs Ellison was investigating a telephony solution.
6.15. Standing Orders.
6.15.1. Following comments in the 2023/2024 Audit a new edition of the Standing Orders had been circulated for agreement at the January 2025 meeting.
6.16. Playground H&S Inspection Report.
6.16.1. The Clerk advised the Playground H&S Report had been received. He was investigation alterative suppliers to undertake the repairs as the original quote was exceeding high.

7. Planning.
For further details access the Powys CC Planning Portal. (https://pa.powys.gov.uk/online-applications/?lang=EN). 
7.1. [bookmark: _Hlk52357287]Planning Applications.
	Application No.
	Location
	Description

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


7.2. Planning Approvals.
	Application No.
	Location
	Description

	24
	1141
	REM
	Carno 3 Windfarm.
	Removal or Variation of Condition.


7.3. Planning Refusals.
	Application No.
	Location
	Description

	
	
	
	
	
	No Objection.


7.4. [bookmark: _Hlk78388671]Planning Applications Awaiting a Powys CC. Decision.
	Application No.
	Location
	Description
	Council’s Response

	2010
	0890
	
	Esgair Cwmowen Windfarm.
	Additional information.
	No Objection.

	2022
	0971
	HH
	Plas Newydd. SY17 5JR.
	Roof, Window, Internal work.
	No Objection.

	2022
	2217
	FUL
	Tan-y-Foel Quarry.
	Extension & restoration.
	No Objection.


7.5. [bookmark: _Hlk78388718]Planning Decision Lists.
	11th November - 22nd November  2024
	None in Carno.

	25th  November - 6th  December 2024
	1 in Carno.


7.6. Planning Breaches at Glanhanog & Opposite.
7.6.1. No progress. Cllr George was struggling to obtain answers from Powys CC Officers.
8. Correspondence.
8.1. Abbreviations.
	CAB.
	Citizens Advice Bureau.

	CEIC.
	Circular Economy Innovation Communities

	CMI.
	Cambrian Mountains Initiative.

	CSAG.
	Carno Station Action Group.

	DP Police Commissioner.
	Dyfed/Powys Police Commissioner.

	EASC.
	Emergency Ambulance Service Committee.

	IRP Wales.
	Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales.

	MWWFRS.
	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue Service.

	NMWTRA.
	North & Mid Wales Trunk Road Authority.

	NRW.
	National Resources Wales.

	OLPW.
	Older Peoples’ Commissioner Wales.

	ONS.
	Office for National Statistics.

	OP Commissioner.
	Older Peoples Commissioner.

	OVW.
	One Voice Wales.

	PAVO.
	Powys Association of Voluntary Groups.

	PAW.
	Planning Aid Wales.

	PCC.
	Powys County Council.

	Powys CHC.
	Powys Community Health Council.

	Powys PSB.
	Powys Public Service Board.

	Powys RPB.
	Powys Regional Partnership Board.

	Powys THB.
	Powys Teaching Health Board. 

	PSO Wales.
	Public Service Ombudsman for Wales.

	RNID.
	Royal National Institute for the Deaf.

	TfW.
	Transport for Wales.

	WG
	Welsh Government.

	Welsh TRA.
	Welsh Government Trunk Road Authority.

	WISERD.
	Wales Institute of Social & Economic Research & Data.

	WLGA.
	Welsh Local Government Association. 


8.2. Received by Post.
	Clerks & Councils Direct.
	Newsletter.


8.3. Received via Email.
(Emails listed were received since the last meeting and forwarded to Councillors for their consideration).
	OVW,
	Ystadau Cymru Conference 2024.

	WG.
	Publication of consultation papers . Planning resilience & preserving trees.

	OVW.
	Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Meals that Matter' – Webinar.

	PCC.
	Sustainable Powys - Let’s Talk!

	PACE.
	Powys Climate and Nature conference for Town and Community Councils.

	Cllr. Les George.
	Rural recycling collections 18/11/2024.

	WG.
	Dementia Action Plan Survey.

	OVW
	Training for Councillors.

	PCC.
	Tomorrow - Newtown - T&CC Meeting - 7-9pm.

	Bute Energy.
	Llyn Lort Energy Park Update.

	PAVO
	Minutes of Locality Network Meeting held.

	Network Rail.
	Update on Cambrian Line services to Birmingham International,

	Cllr. Les George.
	Glanhanog Barns,

	Dyfi Biosphere.
	Biosphere News.

	Cllr. Les George.
	Trem y Noddfa Carno.

	MNWTRA.
	TRA Issues in Carno.

	PCC.
	Request for shelter repair/ new shelter in Carno.

	OVW.
	Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Meals that Matter.

	OVW.
	Top 10 Things to do for Councils.

	Ystadau Cymru.
	IMPORTANT: Information on RAAC in Buildings.

	NatWest Bank Plc.
	Thank you for reporting a suspected phishing email.

	OVW.
	Reminder Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Meals that Matter'.

	Wales NHS.
	Stakeholder Update 1 November 2024.

	OVW.
	Digital Guidance - Cloud Storage.

	PAVO.
	E-bulletin -December 2024.

	MWWFRS.
	Calon Tân in Brief: November 2024.

	OVW.
	Green Heroes December Event: Help Spread the Word.

	MWWFRS.
	Safety Actually Christmas Campaign.

	PCC.
	Powys Play Sufficiency Assessment Survey.

	PACE.
	Powys climate and nature conference for community councillors.

	OVW.
	Community Survey.

	OVW.
	Natur Pethau Bychain Nature Network.

	St John’s Ambulance.
	People First - November 2024.

	OVW.
	Cost of Living Crisis Project 'Keeping Communities Warm.

	UK Government.
	Inquiry Launch: Community Cohesion.

	Valuation Tribunal for Wales.
	Recriwtio Aelodaeth/Membership Recruitment.

	OVW.
	Cost of Living Crisis Project - Information and Resources.

	Powys CC.
	PCC Town and Community Council Meeting - 11 December 2024.

	Rhiwlas Green Energy Network. 
	Consultation on Green GEN Cymru Rhiwlas Project.

	OVW.
	You deserve an award!! One Voice Wales National Awards 2025.

	MWWFRS.
	Community Ambassador Role | Rôl Llysgennad Cymunedol.

	NRW.
	Review of deliberative engagement in Wales.

	WG.
	Day and Respite Opportunities Questionnaire.

	National Energy.
	Sharing NESO's consultation on the SSEP and linked methodologies.

	SP Energy Networks.
	Storm Darragh | 1400hrs Update | 101224.

	OVW.
	Participate in new important Wales community resilience research.



9. Finance.
9.1. Expenditure & Income.
9.1.1. The December 2024 Expenditure and Income lists at the end of these Minutes were unanimously approved as were the November 2024 Bank reconciliations .
	Proposed Cllr:
	S.R. Kiely
	Seconded Cllr: 
	T.H. Thomas..


9.1.2. Financial Summary following approval of the Income & Expenditure.
	Account
	Balance
	Total
	Approval at
	Projected Balance

	
	
	
	December
	Meeting
	

	
	01.12.2024
	Expenditure
	Income
	31.12.2024

	Precept
	£12,031.51
	£36,844.78
	£981.04
	£305.00
	£11,355.47

	Cemetery 
	£9,565.90
	
	£9,565.90
	£0.00
	£0.00

	Interest
	£15,247.37
	
	£0.00
	£16.35
	£15,263.72

	
	
	
	
	Total
	£26,619.19


1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
9.1. 
9.2. 2023/2024 Audit Report. Acceptance.
9.2.1.  A report is attached which address the Auditor’s comments.
9.3. Appeals for Funding.
9.3.1. Urdd Gobaith Cymru Fund For All Appeal. This could not be agreed.

10. Matters for Discussion.
10.1. Matters raised by Councillors.
10.1.1. Cllr. T.H. Thomas asked for the lack of salt piles around Carno be reported to Powys CC.
10.1.2. Cllr. W. Le Maitre asked for the Minutes to be sent as PDF files.
10.2. Date of the Next Meeting.
	10.2.1. 
	Tuesday  21st  January 2025



	The Chairperson closed the Meeting at
	8.15pm



	Signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting of
    Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held in the Cledan Room,
 Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre at 7.30pm on

	Tuesday 17th December 2024.

	Signed
	      Alan Humphreys

	
	          Alan Humphreys
      Clerk to Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council

	Signed:
	
	Date:
	21st January 2025

	
	Cllr. J.C. Barnes
 Chairperson, Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council
	
	





2023/2024 Audit Report

The Auditor, while happy with the financial side of matters,  in giving us a ‘Qualified report’ raised the following issues.

1. Accounting Statement.
a. The Auditor say the Council had not provided  a complete explanation of significant variances within the year. Without a more detailed explanation from the Auditor, it is impossible to establish what the issues are.
b. The Audit Return is generated from the accounting package and throughout the year the Bank Statements were reconciled to the Income & Expenditure.
c. There were 3 sections where the variance needed explanation and this was provided.
d. The prime factor affecting Total Other Receipts (down by £5,984) was the reduction of £5,000 in the Precept. To identify the remaining £984 is almost impossible and would consume too much time.
e. Staff Costs (up by £986) was due to the Clerk’s pay rise. The resolution of certain salary tax issues from 3022/2023 could have clouded matters. 
f. Total Other Payments.(down £13,158). This was due to payments made in 2022/2023 not made in 2023/24. Such as the purchases of Edge software (£1,194), the CCTV system (£5,427) and repairs to the Bowling Club Fence (££5520)
2. Arrangements to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in use of resources.
a. The Council does have Standing Orders which address  the concerns of the Auditor which at the time of the Audit were under review. I apologise they were not sent  as part of the Audit.
b. An updated version of the Standing Orders will be issues shortly which addresses the concerns of the Auditor.
3. Staff Costs.
a. There appears to have been some confusion at the start of the year due to:
i. An underpayment of the Clerk’s salary entered in Advantage but the correct salary being taken from the Bank account.
ii. Under payment of tax in 2023/2023 being made in 2023/2024.
iii. The cut over to the AvantEdge financial package.
iv. No payments are outstanding with HMRC for 2023/2024.
v. The 2024/2025 statements have been compared to the accounting records and payments match entries. The issues in 2023/2024 will not reoccur. 
b. The amount stated in the 2020 Contract of Employments gives the Clerk’s salary at the time of signing the contract. The contract goes onto say that the salary is subject to an annual increase based on the SDLC/NALC recommendations.
4. Clerk providing additional services to the Council.
a. This refers to the £50 I paid out to the contractor who repaired the tarmac at the entrance to Ty Brith Field and was not a direct payment  for my services. I t should have been made clear through an invoice from the supplier to me . 
b. An invoice will be  obtained from the contractor to replace the one I provided.
5. Fidelity Guarantee Insurance.
a. Is a type of insurance designed to protect businesses and organizations from financial losses resulting from fraudulent acts or dishonest behaviour by their employees.
b. The Auditor is wrong in their assumption, as Fidelity Insurance in automatically included in the Council’s policy, although a figure is not specified in the document they reviewed. I have contacted the Insurer who has confirmed the Council has Fidelity Insurance and the current level is up to £25,000.
c. The Auditors recommend that the level of insurance should be set at the carry forward figures at the start of the fiscal year plus one Precept payment. 
d. For 2024/2025, the carry figure was £29,174 and a single Precept  payment was £5,000 so the level of insurance should have been £34,000 . The insurers could increase the insurance for the remainer of the year to the next band (up to £50,000) with this new level included in the 2025/2026 policy with an increase in premium of £23.80 for the remaining 2 years of our 3-year agreement. 
e. Because it is anticipated that the carry into 2025/2026 will not be as high, my recommendation is that we continue with the current band if insurance and review it when the policy renewal come for 2025/2026.
6. Expenditure on the Coronation of the King Charles. 
a. On behalf of the Organisers, the Council managed a grant from the Community Trust Fund and the payments were made on their behalf. Documentation has now been attached to the relevant invoices.
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Carno Community Council
Expenditure transactions - payments approval list –  December 2024.

	Payment Reference
	Gross
	To Pay
	Heading
	Invoice date
	Invoice no.
	Details

	199Dec24P
	£10.10
	£10.10
	230
	02/10/24
	PN/368457
	Boys & Boden Ltd - Toilet repairs

	196Dec24P
	£45.00
	£45.00
	110/6
	01/12/24
	11883
	Carno Community Centre - Room rental

	202Dec24P
	£67.01
	£67.01
	
	01/12/24
	1047
	Alan Humphreys - Expenses October 2024 November 2024

	200Dec24P
	£173.34
	£173.34
	200/1
	05/12/24
	41
	Carl Jones - Cleaning November 2024

	201Dec24P
	£121.09
	£121.09
	210/1
	09/12/24
	KI-B9B212FO-0
	EDF Energy - Electric November 2024

	197Dec24P
	£452.50
	£452.50
	100/1
	17/12/24
	
	Alan Humphreys - Clerks Salary November 2024

	198Dec24P
	£112.00
	£112.00
	100/2
	20/12/24
	
	HMRC (PAYE/NI) - Clerks Income Tax November 2024

	Total
	£981.04
	£981.04
	
	
	
	



