Cyngor Cymuned CARNO Community Council




Minutes of the Meeting of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held on
 Tuesday 16th October 2018 at 8.00pm in the Cledan Room,
 Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre.

1. Present.

1.1. Cllrs. J.C. Barnes, H.I. Lloyd (Vice-Chairperson), S.L. Jerman, D.E. Rowlands, D.W. Richards,
J.G. Thomas (Chairperson) & T.H. Thomas.
1.2. Alan Humphreys, (Clerk to the Council).
1.3. Powys CC Cllr. Les George.
2. Apologises for Absence.

2.1. Cllrs. D.I. Jones & A.L.O. Phillips.
3. Approval of the Minutes of the Last Meetings. (18th September 2018).
3.1. The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 18th September 2018 at 8.00pm in the Cledan Room, Carno Community Centre were unanimously approved. 
Proposed: Cllr T.H. Thomas. Barnes Seconded: Cllr S.L. Jerman.
4. Matters Arising.
4.1. Cemetery.
4.1.1. Inspections.

	Inspection to be done by December 2018.
	Cllr. H.I. Lloyd.
	Cllr. D.E. Rowlands.

	Inspection to be done by March 2019.
	Cllr. J.C. Barnes.
	Cllr. S.L. Jerman.


4.1.2. Main Gate. The Clerk reported that he had received one but was awaiting another. It was recognised that replica columns would be expensive and the Council may have to consider alternatives. A decision would be made once the second quote had been received.
4.2. Highway Issues.
4.2.1. List of Outstanding Issues.
	Location.
	Issue
	Powys CC Ref
	Comments

	Cwm Llwyd Road.
	Condition.
	JD172110
	Pot holes A470 / Level Crossing. Remedial repairs to be actioned Autumn 2018. 

	Trem y Noddfa Carpark.
	Potholes.
	JD171795
	Rear of 32-41. Passed to Highways. No actions as yet.

	Winllan Lane.
	Damaged verges.
	
	Request to restore verges damaged by tractors. Told by Highways ‘Same problem everywhere & no resources to fix’. No idea of when.

	‘School 20mph’ Signage.
	Inappropriate location.
	
	Discussed issue with TRA who can see the problems re Tanyllyn Lane. TRA have now agreed to it being relocated.

	Pedestrian Crossings
	Lack of.
	
	Meeting with TRA to discuss issue. Ongoing.

	Ty Coch.
	Drainage.
	JD174069
	Would appear work would be incorporated with that on the Cwm Llwyd Road.

	Lane to Bardy.
	Overhanging hedges.
	
	Reported to Powys CC. 

	Carno.
	Verges.
	JD175197
	Done.


4.3. Ysgol Carno. 
4.3.1. The Clerk reported that progress on the new school was going well with the completion date remaining as mid-February 2019. 
4.4. Carno Station. (Cllr J.C. Barnes).
4.4.1. Cllr Barnes’s reported that CSAG was receiving a much better response from the new franchise operator, Transport for Wales. (A partnership between the Welsh Government, French private rail operator Keolis and British infrastructure company Amey).
4.5. Lease between the Council & Carno FC.
4.5.1. Ongoing.
4.6. General Data Protection Regulations 2018.
4.6.1. The Clerk was finalising how this would be reflected in the Council’s documentation and on the website.
4.7. Bus Shelter. 
4.7.1. Powys CC Cllr. Les George was able to provide the Clerk with details of where Caersws CC has sourced their shelters. 
4.8. Convenience.
4.8.1. Financial Statement.
	
	Amt (£)

	Spent on Convenience since the last Meeting.
	229.52

	Income since last Meeting.
	45.00

	Operational Balance.
	3,510.42


5. Report from Powys County Councillor. (PCC Cllr. Les George).
5.1. Cllr. George is scheduled to have a meeting with the Highways Department and requested details of the outstanding issues this Council had.
6. Planning. 
6.1. Planning Applications
6.1.1. Planning Applications.
	None.
	
	


6.1.2. Planning Approvals.
	P18/0531/DECC.
	Pikins.
	Installation of 11Kva overhead line.

	P18/0503/DISS.
	Plas Newydd.
	Discharge of Conditions 5&6. P2017/0699.


6.1.3. Planning Refusals.
	None.
	
	


7. Correspondence.

7.1. Received by Post.
	One Voice Wales.
	Agenda & Meeting 17.10.2018.

No Councillors were available to attend.


7.2. Received by Email.

Emails listed were received by the Clerk since the last Meeting and were forwarded to Councillors for their consideration and unless otherwise stated, Councillors made no comment.
	Wales NHS.
	NHS 111 Implementation in Powys: Digital Pack.

	One Voice Wales.
	September 2018 News Bulletin.

	Powys CC.
	Dyfed Powys Police and Crime Panel.

	Powys CC.
	Planning Decision Notices September 2018.

	Mid & West Wales Fire & Rescue.
	Draft Corporate Plan 2019 -2024.

	Independent Review Panel.
	IRPW Draft Annual Report Consultation - February 2019.

	Montgomery CHC.
	Notice of CHC Montgomery LC Meeting.

	Independent Review Panel.
	October Newsletter.

	Powys CC.
	Child burial fees.

The Clerk explained that a grant was available from Welsh Government to assist with the costs incurred by the Council.

	PAVO.
	Third Sector Organisations - PAVO Stakeholder Feedback 2018.

	One Voice Wales.
	Subordinate Legislation Consolidation and Review Consolidation of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 and Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995.

	Russell George AM.
	Newsletter.

	One Voice Wales.
	Welsh Government Review of Digital Innovation.

	Powys CC.
	LDP - Adopted Supplementary Planning Guidance October 2018.

	Powys Archive.
	Newsletter.

	Mid-West Wales Fire & Rescue Service. 
	Consultation Roadshows 2019.


8. Finance.

8.1. Accounts. The Clerk provided a report on the Council’s financial situation from the start of the 2018/2019 Financial Year and explained the payments below in detail. The following accounts were unanimously approved.                                                     Proposed: Cllr. J.C. Barnes. Seconded: Cllr.  H.I. Lloyd.
8.1.1. Precept Account Expenditure.
	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Chq No
	Acc Ref

	Alan Humphreys.
	Salary October 2018.
	302.34
	200627
	P1237

	HMRC.
	Clerks Tax October 2018.
	75.40
	DD
	P1239

	Carl Jones.
	Convenience Cleaning Sept2018.
	195.00
	200628
	P1238

	Alan Humphreys.
	Expenses August/September 2018.
	127.47
	200627
	P1237

	Carno Community Centre.
	Inv 11364: Room Hire.
	24.00
	200629
	P1240

	Opus Energy.
	Convenience Electric.
	34.52
	DD
	P1241

	
	Total
	758.73
	


8.1.2. Cemetery Account Expenditure.

	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Chq No
	Acc Ref

	Rob Jones.
	Repairs to Cemetery Gate.
	600.00
	100124
	P1023

	John Griffiths.
	Grass Cut No: 6 September 2018.
	475.00
	100125
	P1025

	
	Total
	1,075.00
	


8.1.3. BMM Account Expenditure.

	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc Ref

	None.
	
	0.00
	

	
	Total
	0.00


8.1.4. Precept Account Income.

	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc Ref

	PC Entrance Fees.
	Income from Coin Meters.
	45.00
	R1043

	
	Total
	45.00


8.1.5. Cemetery Account Income.

	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc Ref

	G. Peate.
	Grave & Interment fees Late M.E. Jones.
	500.00
	R1036

	
	Total
	500.00


8.1.6. BMM Account Income.

	Payee
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc Ref

	None.
	
	0.00
	

	
	Total
	0.00


8.1.7. Summary. (After transactions above).

	
	Amt (£)

	Precept Account.
	17,426.91

	Cemetery Account.  
	10,664.70

	BMM Account.  
	3,532.41

	Total
	31,624.02


6.1. External Auditors Report for the 2017/2018 Accounts.
6.1.1. The Auditor General for Wales issued Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council a qualified audit report. A qualified report is one in which the auditor concludes that most matters have been dealt with adequately, except for a few issues. These were:-
6.1.2. Late Approval of Accounts. ‘The Accounts and Audit (Wales) Regulations 2014 require that local councils approve the Accounting Statement on the Annual Return by 30 June 2018 following the year ended 31 March 2018’.
 The Clerk apologised that due to his mis-reading of the date, the Council’s submission was 5 days late.
6.1.3. High level of Reserves. ‘The Auditor noted that the Council holds a high level of general reserves, approximately 1.98 times the annual Precept for 2017/18. The Council should consider the level of general reserves required and consider taking steps to reduce the level of reserves in future years if necessary’.
The Clerk reported that the total Reserves are £33,342 split as Precept £18,186, Cemetery £11,715 and BMM £3,531. The money in the Cemetery Account has accrued over the years from grants/donations specifically for the Cemetery while the money in the BMM is what remains of the Merryland’s money which was for providing and maintaining the play area on the estate.  It was therefore believed that the Audit should have only considered the Precept sum as being ‘the Reserves’. On this premise the Reserves would not be 1.98 times the Precept. The Clerk stated in the Audit Return that it was thought the Reserves were not excessive given the uncertainties as to what Powys CC might ‘offload’ on to Council’s. In the immediate future the Council would have to find money to fund the Public Convenience given the Powys CC grants had finished. Since the Audit two issues have arisen that could reduce the Reserves. The Council has the cost of replacing the Cemetery Gates and possibly contributing to the new Playground. As the Responsible Financial Officer, it was the Clerk’s opinion that, having taken the Auditors recommendation but because of the issues that have been highlighted, the Council could demonstrate it did not need to take any steps to reduce the Reserves.  Councillors unanimously supported this recommendation.
6.1.4. Timing of Internal Audit. The report stated that ‘The Council approved the Accounting Statement on the Annual Return on 17 April 2018, and has responded ‘Yes’ to assertion 6, confirming that the Council has maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the Council's accounting records and control systems. The Internal Auditor Report on the annual Return was completed by the Internal Auditor on 7 Jun 2018; 51 days after the Council gave a positive response to assertion 6 on Annual Governance Statement on the Annual Return. If the Council gives a positive response to assertion 6 before the independent Internal Auditor has completed their report on the Internal Auditor Report, the Council must be able to explain on what basis it was appropriate to give a positive response to the assertion that it has maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the Council's Accounting records and control systems’.
It was/is the Internal Auditor’s understanding of the guidelines that if there were no issues of concern to be raised then by signing the return this is the statement being made and a written report to that effect is not required. It was the Auditor who subsequently requested a written report because of the issues that arose as a result of Powys CC deducting the cost of the General Election from the Precept. The Internal Auditor then produced a written report and dated it with the date current at the time. If it had been backdated then this issue would not have arisen. However, in future the Internal Auditor will be asked to produce a written report even if it is a ’nil’ return.

6.1.5. Treatment of unpresented cheques. ‘The Council has incorrectly included £541 of unpresented cheques at 31st March 2018 in Box 10, ‘Creditors’. The unpresented cheques should be accounted for within the Bank Reconciliation and therefore included within Box 9, ‘Total cash and Investments’. Box 9 and 10 are therefore overstated by £541. Box 9, Total cash and investments should read £26,267 and Box 10, Creditor should read Nil. The Council should restate the 2018 figures on the 2019 Annual Return and write "restated" beneath the £ sign on the 2018 column’.

The Clerk noted this comment and will ensure next year’s return is annotated as requested.
6.1.6. Accounting Statements - Precept amount.  ‘The Council have correctly accounted for the deduction of the elections costs in Box 2, ‘Income for local taxation/levy’, however in the process of adjusting for this; the Council have understated Box 3 and Box 6 by the amount of the election costs being £381.The correct figures should be Box 3 - £13,283, Box 6 - £20,751. The Council should restate the 2018 figures on next year's Annual Return and write ‘restated’ beneath the £ sign on the 2018 column’.
This was the cause of a lot of mis-understanding between the Clerk and the Auditor but it was noted the bottom line remained correct throughout. The Clerk will ensure the 2018/2019 Return is completed as per the Auditors instruction.
6.1.7. Having considered the External Auditors Report for the Financial Year 2017/2018 and the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer’s response to the issues the External Auditor had raised, Councillors unanimously resolved (1) to accept the Audit and (2) to support the responses given by the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer to the issues the External Auditor had raised and addressed in 8.2.2 through to 8.2.6 above. 
Proposed: Cllr. T.H. Thomas. Seconded: Cllr. S.L. Jerman
6.2. Applications for Funding.

6.2.1. Citizens Advice Powys. In accordance with the Council’s standing order it was not possible to support this request.
9. Other Issues.
9.1. Matters Raised by Councillors.

9.1.1. Cllr. D.E. Rowlands asked that a pothole at the entrance to Maes Cerniog be reported.

9.1.2. Cllr. D.E. Rowlands advised the Meeting that the benches along the A470 were in desperate need of refurbishment.

9.1.3. Cllr. S.L. Jerman asked if the Clerk would contact whoever was responsible to get the trees in Kieron Owens Transport Year along the A470 boundary to be cut back as they are over hanging the pavement. It was noted there was also an issue with overhanging trees at Llysywen.
9.1.4. Cllr. T.H. Thomas asked the Clerk to request that Powys CC sweep Winllan Lane and empty the drains from the A470 to the Wind Farms.
9.1.5. Cllr. J.C. Barnes asked that the Council formally write to the Leader of Powys County Council to request they confirm the County Councils support for the re-opening of Carno Station either through a written response or through a statement in the Council Chamber that would be recorded in their official Minutes. Councillors unanimously agreed.
9.2. Date & Time of the Next Meeting.

9.2.1. The Clerk said that as he was away on 20.11.2018 could the November Meeting be put back a week, however Tuesday 27th November 2018 would clash with the Winter Fair. It was agreed that the November 2018 Meeting of Carno Community Council would be on Wednesday 28th November 2018 at 7.30pm in the in the Cledan Room, Carno Community Centre.
The Meeting closed at 8.40pm

Alan Humphreys
Alan Humphreys,
Clerk, Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council.
Signed as a true and accurate record of the informal meeting of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held on Tuesday 16th October at 8.000pm in the Cledan Room, Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre.

	Signed:
	
	Date:
	28th November 2018

	
	Cllr J.G. Thomas(Chairperson)
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