Cyngor Cymuned CARNO Community Council



Minutes of the Meeting of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held on
 Tuesday 28th July at 8.00pm in the Cledan Room, Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre.

1. Present:
a. Cllrs J.C. Barnes, J.T. Harbon, D.I. Jones, H.I. Lloyd (Vice-Chairwoman), A.L.O. Phillips, 
J.G. Thomas (Chairman) & 
b. Alan Humphreys (Clerk to the Council).
c. Powys CC Rachel Davies

2. Apologies for Absence.
a. Cllr T.H. Thomas.
3. Acceptance of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting.

a. The Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th June 2015 were unanimously approved.
  Proposed: Cllr J.C. Barnes Seconded: Cllr D.I. Jones
4. Matters Arising.

a. Cemetery.

I. Health & Safety Inspection.
	Inspection to be done by September 2015.
	Cllr. T.H. Thomas.
	Cllr. D.I. Jones.

	Inspection to be done by December 2015.
	Cllr H.L. Lloyd
	Cllr. D.E. Rowland.


II. Cemetery Funding. A grant of £10,500 has been approved over 3 years. The £3,500 for 2015/2016 has been received. The Chairman reiterated the Council’s thanks to the Ashley Family Foundation for their continued support.
III. The Council is receiving more requests from people wishing to intern their relative’s ashes in existing plots without using the services of a Funeral Director. This is giving problems with (a) payments and (b) records. Having consulted it has been established that in all Powys CC run cemeteries this practise is not allowed and arrangements have to be made through a Funeral Director. Councillors’ unamioulsy approved to amend the Terms & Conditions appertaining to the Cemetery to state that all such activity at the Cemetery should be undertaken through a Funeral Director. 
Proposed: Cllr D.I. Jones Seconded: Cllr J.C. Barnes 

IV. The ‘sinkage’ along the rows where graves have sunk is now becoming a serious issue in as much it is proving difficult for our contractor to use machinery to cut the grass. Approval was given to purchase two bags of clean topsoil to level the dips and reseed.

b. Highway Issues.
	Location
	Issue
	Comments

	· Potholes.
	 On-going.
	· Drain adjacent to Soar Chapel.

· A470 to Rhyd. Some repairs had been done in-particular the very bad one near the Bronhaul turning. The Clerk was asked to chase Powys CC.

	· Cwm Llwyd Bank.
	Poor surface.
	It was decided to remove this item pending more information being forthcoming from Powys CC

	· Sarn Bridge.

· Noddfa Field.

· Lane to Bardy.

· Cae Du/Texplan.
	Trees.

Overgrown hedge.

Overgrown trees.

Overgrown hedge.
	While Powys CC had cut the hedge from Cae Du to Texplan, they were saying that the other work was the responsibility of the respective landowners.


c. Ysgol Carno. 
I.
Cllr H.I. Lloyd reported that the lease had been finalised and awaited signing. 
d. Carno Station/Ashley Site. 
I.
Cllr J.C. Barnes’s reported that the meeting with the Minister had been cancelled by her at short-notice. It seems that the Minister was keen to gauge the impact of the time-table changes to accommodate a stop at Carno. To this end she was retaining the services of a consultant to evaluate the proposed changes. Cllr Barnes and Tony Burton were working on a revised proposal. Cllr Barnes said that the Minister saw agreeing a timetable was the only issue stopping the re-opening of the station being included in the 2015-2020 Transport Plan. Cllr Barnes also reported that Wets Yorkshire Fellmongers are content to lease the station to the Council.
e. Website. 
I. The Clerk suggested that a meeting between him and the Developer at the Developer’s business would be beneficial. Cllr Barnes would speak with the Developer to find a suitable date.
f. Public Convenience.
I.  The Clerk had circulated a paper setting out the arguments for assuming responsibility for the running of the Cemetery from Powys CC. The report concluded with the recommendation that the Council should enter into a 3 year lease subject to the issues identified by the Council’s surveyor being addressed. Comments were made regarding if the Convenience should being paying rates and the possibility of renting equipment. The Clerk would follow these up. The recommendation was unamioulsy adopted.
Proposed: Cllr J.C. Barnes Seconded: Cllr J.T. Harbon                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

1. Planning.
a. Planning Applications.

	None.
	
	


b. Planning Approvals.

	P2014/1087.
	Tirgwynt Windfarm.
	Highway upgrades.


	None.
	
	


d. Possible Breaches of Planning. (Rhos yr Haidd & Tyddyn y Pwl). No news.
7. Correspondence.
a. Received by Post.
	Clerks & Councillors Direct.
	Newsletter.

	SARLC
	Agenda & Minutes (Passed to Cllr Barnes).

	Carno W.I.
	Invitation to celebratory Tea Party. 16.09.2015.

	Public Services Ombudsman.
	Annual Report 2014/2015.

	Wind Prospect Ltd
	Tirgwynt Windfarm Community Liaison Group.

	Wind Prospect Ltd
	Response to ‘Community Benefit’ letter

	Powys CC
	Elimination of Level Crossings, Talerddig Area.


b. Received by Email
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8.   Finance.

a. The following accounts and payments were unanimously approved.

Proposed: Cllr: J.T. Harbon Seconded: Cllr: J.C. Barnes
Precept Account Expenditure.

	From
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Chq

 No
	Acc 

Ref

	Alan Humphreys.
	Clerk’s Salary June 2015.
	292.15
	200420
	P1344

	H.M.R.C.
	Clerk’s income tax June 2015.
	73.00
	DD
	P1346

	Sian Griffiths.
	Internal Audit fee 2015.
	50.00
	200421
	P1345

	Shropshire Turf.
	Repairs to Ty Brith Field.
	282.00
	200243
	P1349

	Griffiths & Jones.
	Repairs to Ty Brith Field
	72.00
	200244
	P1348

	
	Total
	769.15
	
	


Cemetery Account Expenditure.

	From
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Chq

 No
	Acc

 Ref

	John Griffiths
	Grasscut No.4 July 2015.
	425.00
	100093
	P1082

	
	Total
	425.00
	
	


Precept Account Income.
	From
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc

 Ref

	Carno FC.
	Contribution to repairs Ty Brith Field.
	295.00
	R1057

	HMRC
	2014/2015 VAT Refund
	681.35
	R1056

	
	Total
	295.00
	


Cemetery Account Income.

	From
	Description
	Amt (£)
	Acc

 Ref

	Ashley Family Foundation
	Grant 2015/2016
	3,500.00
	R1097

	
	Total
	3,500.00
	


Summary. (After transactions above).
	
	Amt (£)

	Precept Account.
	12,645.44

	Cemetery Account. (With BMM money, total balance £12,733.74).
	8734.03

	BMM Account.  (£4,716.61 Cemetery, £3,522.83 Merrylands).
	8,240.89

	Total
	29,620.36


9.   Other Issues.
a. Matters Raised by Councillors. None.
8. Date & Time of the Next Meeting.  Tuesday 18th August 2015 at 8.00pm in the Cledan Room, Carno Community Centre. 
The Meeting concluded at 9.04pm.
Alan Humphreys, Clerk
Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council

Signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting of Cyngor Cymuned Carno Community Council held on Tuesday 28th July 2015 at 8.00pm in the Cledan Room, Canolfan Gymdeithasol Carno Community Centre.

	Signed:
	
	Date:
	 18th August  2015

	
	J.G. Thomas (Chairman)
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Planning Training Workshop / Gweithdy hyfforddiant cynllunio

		From

		Susan Simpson (CSP - Communications Services)

		To

		Town and Community Council Support (CSP - Generic)

		Recipients

		town.community@powys.gov.uk



 



Gweithdy hyfforddiant cynllunio Cymorth Cynllunio Cymru, dydd Mawrth, 4 Awst 2015



 



MRC Wales Ltd., Canolfan Adnoddau’r Cyfryngau, Oxford Road, Llandrindod, Powys, LD1 6AH



 



Mae nifer o leoedd yn dal i fod ar gael ar weithdy cynllunio am ddim sy’n cael ei gynnal gan Cymorth Cynllunio Cymru ar 4 Awst, 5pm – 8pm yng Nghanolfan Adnoddau’r Cyfryngau, Llandrindod.



 



Mae Cyngor Sir Powys yn awyddus i gefnogi Cymorth Cynllunio Cymru gyda’rr gweithdy hwn a fydd yn :  



 



*	helpu cynghorwyr tref a chymuned i ymgysylltu’n fwy effeithiol â chynllunio;



 



*	cyflwyno newidiadau i’r system gynllunio a fydd yn dod i rym dros y flwyddyn nesaf; 



 



*	bod yn rhyngweithiol, gyda chyfleoedd am drafodaethau grŵp a chwestiynau.  



 



 



Rwy’n gwerthfawrogi bod hyn yn gyfnod prysur o’r flwyddyn ac efallai eich bod wedi profi anawsterau wrth gytuno ar y rhai sy’n mynychu.  Fodd bynnag, mae nifer o’ch cynghorau yn gwario llawer o amser ar faterion cynllunio a byddwn yn eich annog i ystyried cymryd un o’r lleoedd hyn.  Bydd eich presenoldeb yn y gweithdy hwn yn eich helpu chi a’ch Cynghorau i wneud y defnydd gorau o’ch amser.   



 



Os ydych am fynychu’r digwyddiad hwn, anfonwch e-bost trwy neges e-bost at: kay@planningaidwales.org.uk neu ffoniwch Kay ar 02920 625 009. 



 



 



Planning Aid Wales planning training workshop, Tuesday, 4th August 2015



 



MRC Wales Ltd., Media Resource Centre, Oxford Road, Llandrindod Wells, Powys, LD1 6AH



 



 



A number of places remain available on the free planning workshop to be delivered by Planning Aid Wales on the 4th August, 5pm – 8pm at the Media Resource Centre, Llandrindod Wells



 



Powys County Council is keen to support Planning Aid Wales in their delivery of this workshop which will:  



 



*	help community and town councillors to engage more effectively with planning;



 



*	introduce changes to the planning system which will be coming into effect over the next year or so; 



 



*	be interactive, with opportunities for group discussion and questions.  



 



 



I appreciate that this is a very busy period of the year and that you may have experienced difficulties in agreeing attendees.  However, many of your councils spend a lot of time on planning matters and I would urge you to consider taking up one of these places.  Attendance at this workshop will help you and your Councils to make the best use of that time.  



 



If you want to attend this event, please confirm via an email to: kay@planningaidwales.org.uk or phone Kay on 02920 625 009. 



 



 



  _____  


Mae'r e bost hwn ac unrhyw atodiad iddo yn gyfrinachol ac fe'i bwriedir ar gyfer y sawl a enwir arno yn unig. Gall gynnwys gwybodaeth freintiedig. Os yw wedi eich cyrraedd trwy gamgymeriad ni ellwch ei gopio, ei ddosbarthu na'i ddangos i unrhyw un arall a dylech gysylltu gyda Cyngor Sir Powys ar unwaith. Mae unrhyw gynnwys nad yw'n ymwneud gyda busnes swyddogol Cyngor Sir Powys yn bersonol i'r awdur ac nid yw'n awdurdodedig gan y Cyngor.



This e mail and any attachments are confidential and intended for the named recipient only. The content may contain privileged information. If it has reached you by mistake, you should not copy, distribute or show the content to anyone but should contact Powys County Council at once. Any content that is not pertinent to Powys County Council business is personal to the author, and is not necessarily the view of the Council.



  _____  
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Changes at Newtown & Welshpool household waste recycling centres

		From

		Melanie Amor (CSP - Communications Services)



Dear Clerk



 



Please find below an update regarding the recent changes at Newtown and Welshpool household waste recycling centres for your information:



 



Powys County Council has five Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC) which are operated by private contractors on behalf of the council.  



 



The above contracts were close to expiring, so we have recently tendered this service. As a result of this exercise contracts for the operation of Newtown and Welshpool have been awarded to Potters Waste Management for a period of five years, with a possibility to extend by a further two years. 



 



The new contracts are designed to maximise recycling at the HWRC’s to help the Council meet the strict targets set by Welsh Government. The contracts contain performance related targets which the contractor must meet. 



 



Changes to the operation of the service



As of 1st July 2015 Potters Waste Management will operate the HWRCs in Newtown and Welshpool at the following locations:



·         Newtown HWRC, Wern Ddu Llane, Newtown, Powys, SY16 3DN



·         Welshpool HWRC, Severn Farm Industrial Estate, Welshpool, Powys, SY21 7YE



Any queries regarding the use of the above sites will need to be directed to the council (0845 602 7035) and not to the Contractor (Potters Waste Management). 



 



In order to ensure that the HWRC’s achieve the necessary recycling performance and that operations remain within budget we have introduced some small changes. Whilst all household waste will still be accepted, householders will be asked to sort any mixed waste on site before putting it in the various containers.  As these sites are paid for by Powys residents, users may also be asked to provide proof of their address before depositing any material. 



 



The opening hours for the sites are listed below: 



 



Site



Day



Opening hours



Newtown



Weekdays



Saturdays



Sundays and Bank Holidays



09:00-17:00



10:00-17:00



10:00-16:00



Welshpool



Weekdays



Saturdays



Sundays and Bank Holidays



09:00-17:00



09:00-17:00



10:00-16:00



 



 



We would be grateful if you could please circulate this information to your colleagues as soon as possible, particularly if your next scheduled meeting isn’t for some time.  Please also feel free to cut and paste this information into any newsletters, websites etc that you may have to inform residents in your community.



 



 



Waste & Recycling Services



0845 602 7035



 



 



 



Melanie Amor



Swyddog Cyfathrebu a Marchnata (Priffyrdd, Trafnidiaeth ac Ailgylchu)



Communications and Marketing Officer (Highways, Transport & Recycling)



Cyngor Sir Powys / Powys County Council



Ffon / Phone: 01597 826937



www.powys.gov.uk/recycle



www.facebook.com/recycleforpowys 



www.twitter.com/recycleforpowys 



MCIPRstandard2015



 



 



  _____  


Mae'r e bost hwn ac unrhyw atodiad iddo yn gyfrinachol ac fe'i bwriedir ar gyfer y sawl a enwir arno yn unig. Gall gynnwys gwybodaeth freintiedig. Os yw wedi eich cyrraedd trwy gamgymeriad ni ellwch ei gopio, ei ddosbarthu na'i ddangos i unrhyw un arall a dylech gysylltu gyda Cyngor Sir Powys ar unwaith. Mae unrhyw gynnwys nad yw'n ymwneud gyda busnes swyddogol Cyngor Sir Powys yn bersonol i'r awdur ac nid yw'n awdurdodedig gan y Cyngor.



This e mail and any attachments are confidential and intended for the named recipient only. The content may contain privileged information. If it has reached you by mistake, you should not copy, distribute or show the content to anyone but should contact Powys County Council at once. Any content that is not pertinent to Powys County Council business is personal to the author, and is not necessarily the view of the Council.



  _____  
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Community Delivery Cluster - update

		From

		Newtown Council

		To

		maeshydref18@outlook.com; llandyssilcommunitycouncil@yahoo.co.uk; berriewcommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk; pontfarmfoods@btconnect.com; clerk@caerswscommunitycouncil.co.uk; carnocouncil@btinternet.com; clerk@churchstoke.org; yeomans.ranch@btinternet.com; clerkkcc@gmail.com; llandinamcc@hotmail.co.uk; townclerkllani@pc-q.net; llanidloeswithout@llanidloes.com; lorraine.stanton@tiscali.co.uk; kath.wigley@hotmail.co.uk; townclerk.monty@btinternet.com; trefeglwyscc@hotmail.co.uk; tregynoncc@outlook.com

		Recipients

		maeshydref18@outlook.com; llandyssilcommunitycouncil@yahoo.co.uk; berriewcommunitycouncil@hotmail.co.uk; pontfarmfoods@btconnect.com; clerk@caerswscommunitycouncil.co.uk; carnocouncil@btinternet.com; clerk@churchstoke.org; yeomans.ranch@btinternet.com; clerkkcc@gmail.com; llandinamcc@hotmail.co.uk; townclerkllani@pc-q.net; llanidloeswithout@llanidloes.com; lorraine.stanton@tiscali.co.uk; kath.wigley@hotmail.co.uk; townclerk.monty@btinternet.com; trefeglwyscc@hotmail.co.uk; tregynoncc@outlook.com



Dear Councillors and Clerks



If you recall we met  toward the end of April to further discuss, explore & gauge appetite for a Severn Valley Cluster Partnership of Community & Town Councils as a mechanism to deal with the challenges of community delivery / devolution of services / asset transfer. 



 



As group exercise, we looked at…



a)      which services and assets might be, or need to be, delivered via a cluster – I attach the pro-forma for those who may yet reply



b)      which councils might benefit from, or have interest in, community delivery of services and assets via a cluster



c)       a range of cluster models, reporting from the visit to the Penllyn Partnership collaborative model at Bala, and gauging consensus for a preferred model.



 



The outcome was that…



d)      there was  clearly an appetite for service delivery (or asset management) via a cluster for some services but less so for others - see pro-forma attached for those who may yet to reply



e)      as challenges around community delivery and devolution of services in the years to come become more apparent, a cluster could provide a stronger voice for community and town councils in the locality



f)       a cluster could provide some economies of scale for services or administration



g)      a cluster could make it easier to share experience, skills, and knowledge of services



h)      a cluster could indeed be based on a collaborative model of equal partners as opposed to a lead/subsidiary model



i)        attendees were invited to feedback to their councils to consider those points and whether their council would wish to have  part in forming the Terms of Association – without excluding of course any which would want to join on those Terms later.



 



We intended to reconvene in June to begin putting together Terms for a cluster, by when we hoped that meaningful information from Powys CC would be available to enable us to do so.  It’s very disappointing that the information we requested from Powys CC has still not been forthcoming, and it would seem that to reconvene without it would not seem a good use of representatives’ time.  So this hinders our progress somewhat, and it would seem sensible to postpone to July in anticipation of receiving the information we need from the county council.   I’ll let you know as soon as we have something meaningful from Powys CC of course, but thought you’d appreciate an early note for your diaries.



 



Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council is very keen that this should progress with an inclusive and partnership approach, and acknowledges that you may have similar discussions elsewhere and some overlaps may be inevitable, so we welcome your input however tentative that may be at this stage.



 



I hope you’ve had an opportunity to report back to your councils and have a clearer idea on your council’s perspective on the points (a)-(j) above, and will be able to join us again in July to begin building our Terms of Association.



 



Yours sincerely



 



E J Humphreys



Cyngor Tref y Drenewydd a Llanllwchaearn | Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council



E J Humphreys SILCM 



Clerc y Dref | Town Clerk 
townclerk@newtown.org.uk 



Cyngor Tref y Drenewydd a Llanllwchaearn 
Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council 
01686 625544 
Brisco House, The Cross, Broad Street, Newtown, Powys, SY162BB 
www.newtown.org.uk         Facebookhttps://s3.amazonaws.com/htmlsig-assets/spacer.gifTwitterhttps://s3.amazonaws.com/htmlsig-assets/spacer.gifLinkedinhttps://s3.amazonaws.com/htmlsig-assets/spacer.gifpinteresthttps://s3.amazonaws.com/htmlsig-assets/spacer.gif



Cyngor Tref y Drenewydd a Llanllwchaearn | Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council
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CLUSTERING OF COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILS & COMMUNITY DELIVERY


Monday 23rd April 2015








SERVICES/ ASSET REVIEW: ALONE OR CLUSTERING





Which service/ asset transfer can be achieved by community or town council individually, which needs clustering, which could be delivered alone or clustered?





For your council, from the list of PCC services overleaf, please could you indicate:


a) indicate whether you think the service/ asset can be delivered without clustering, with clustering, or both (tick in columns)


b) [bookmark: _GoBack]how important you think the service/ asset is to your council on a scale low, medium, high


c) other added value aspects or services that might benefit by clustering.





Councils are invited to submit 1 response per council and to indicate your council name in case of the need for further or clarity.





Many thanks









			Council:


			














			Powys CC Service/ Asset List


			No Cluster


			Cluster


			Both


			Preference if both


			Priority





			Allotments


			


			


			


			


			





			Car Parks


			


			


			


			


			





			Day Centres


			


			


			


			


			





			Grounds Maintenance – within Town/Village boundary


			


			


			


			


			





			Library Services


			


			


			


			


			





			Markets (internal covered buildings)


			


			


			


			


			





			Meals on wheels


			


			


			


			


			





			Museums


			


			


			


			


			





			Outdoor Recreation


			


			


			


			


			





			Playgrounds


			


			


			


			


			





			Public toilets


			


			


			


			


			





			Rights of Way


			


			


			


			


			





			Street Scene – cleaning, bins etc.


			


			


			


			


			





			Transport – e.g. community schemes


			


			


			


			


			





			Tourist Information


			


			


			


			


			





			Village Halls & community centres


			


			


			


			


			





			Woodlands


			


			


			


			


			





			Youth provision


			


			


			


			


			





			Other added value
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CLUSTERING OF COMMUNITY AND TOWN COUNCILS & COMMUNITY DELIVERY 



Monday 23rd April 2015 



 



 



SERVICES/ ASSET REVIEW: ALONE OR CLUSTERING 



 



Which service/ asset transfer can be achieved by community or town 
council individually, which needs clustering, which could be delivered 



alone or clustered? 
 



For your council, from the list of PCC services overleaf, please could 



you indicate: 



a) indicate whether you think the service/ asset can be delivered 



without clustering, with clustering, or both (tick in columns) 



b) how important you think the service/ asset is to your council on 



a scale low, medium, high 



c) other added value aspects or services that might benefit by 



clustering. 



 



Councils are invited to submit 1 response per council and to 



indicate your council name in case of the need for further or clarity. 



 



Many thanks 
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Council: 
 



 



 



Powys CC Service/ 



Asset List 



No 



Cluster 
Cluster Both 



Preference if 



both 
Priority 



Allotments      
Car Parks      



Day Centres      



Grounds Maintenance 
– within Town/Village 
boundary 



     



Library Services      



Markets (internal 
covered buildings) 



     



Meals on wheels      
Museums      



Outdoor Recreation      
Playgrounds      



Public toilets      
Rights of Way      



Street Scene – 
cleaning, bins etc. 



     



Transport – e.g. 
community schemes 



     



Tourist Information      



Village Halls & 
community centres 



     



Woodlands      
Youth provision      



Other added value      
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July Newsletter



Russell George AM's monthly update on his work in Montgomeryshire and the Assembly

Dear resident,



 



Please find below an update on various issues. I’m looking forward to attending a range of events and county shows across Montgomeryshire over the summer. I have put a list of the shows I’m attending at the foot of this newsletter. 



 



I’m also looking forward to attending the Royal Welsh Agricultural Show next week. During my time at the Show, I will be meeting with a range of organisations including representatives of the farming industry and I will also be meeting with the European Commissioner for Agriculture, Phil Hogan, for discussions on European agricultural policy. I’m also looking forward to the National Eisteddfod which will be held in Meifod from 1st - 8th August.
  





Transport



  _____  





Canal traffic lights by Abermule



 



I am pleased that the traffic lights between Abermule and Garthmyl have finally been removed following the completion of repair works. Once work started, the repairs were completed fairly quickly, but it should not have taken 4 months for the work to start. 



 



I raised this matter a number of times with the Minister for Transport, Edwina Hart AM, to try to speed up the repairs which were crucial before the summer break.  In recent weeks, I have been in correspondence with the Canal and Rivers Trust (who own the canal), Powys County Council and Natural Resources Wales who are responsible for environmental issues in connection with the canal.  I was as frustrated about the lack of urgency of repairs as many others who regularly travel this road.



 



Welshpool One Way System



 



Concerns were further expressed at a public meeting on 22nd June regarding the one-way system in Welshpool. The Minister for Transport, Edwina Hart AM, has agreed to my request to come to Welshpool to discuss the concerns with local representatives, relating to pedestrian safety and the proposed alterations to improve the current system. I will keep you updated on progress.  



 



Newtown Bypass



 



A couple of weeks ago, I spoke at the Newtown Bypass public inquiry (PI) in support of the preferred route. The PI will close next week. It is anticipated that the Inspector will take a couple of months to report back to the Welsh Government. The Welsh Government and contractors (depending on the result of the PI) are keen to start construction work later this year.



 



You can read my full statement to the PI here.

Changes to Bus Services



 



Following Powys County Council’s Public Transport consultation, a number of constituents have contacted me with concerns about a number of transport routes.  I agreed to support campaigners, and on Monday (ahead of Powys County Council’s cabinet meeting on Tuesday), I arranged for petitioners to hand in their petition to Cllr. Barry Thomas, Leader of Powys County Council. There are a number of bus services in north Powys which are clearly crucial to communities, which I believe should be retained. For the latest news, please see this media report here.
 





Education



  _____  





Schools Reorganisation
 
I have been contacted with concerns over Powys County Council’s review of secondary education in North Powys. The review has two parts: part 1 is to determine whether or not there is a need for a Welsh medium secondary school or schools in Montgomeryshire; and part 2 is to make recommendations about the future configuration of secondary education in Montgomeryshire. There are currently six high schools in Montgomeryshire and it is the Council’s view that all are struggling to deliver the full curriculum range within available resources. Powys County Council states that to continue secondary education in its current form in Montgomeryshire is not an option.
 
The Council has appointed an organisation called Sbectrwm to consult with high schools and parents across Montgomeryshire. These consultation events have taken place. If you were unable to attend a consultation event you can still give your views by emailing school.modernisation@powys.gov.uk
 
There are various options up for discussion which include:
 



*	All through schools 3 – 18

*	All through schools 3 – 16

*	Sixth Form mergers

*	Welsh medium provision

*	Build new education centres

*	Close some secondary schools

*	Establish a federation of secondary schools in the area



 
I have had a number of very serious concerns raised with me about the consultation process and how Sbectrwm has conducted the consultation. I have raised these concerns with Powys County Council and they have responded to say that they have full confidence in Sbectrwm. I will continue to ensure that your views are heard so if you have any views or concerns about the consultation process, or if you are aware of others who do, I would encourage you to contact me – Russell.George@assembly.wales
 
I will do all I can to help defend our high schools and the communities that our schools underpin.
 






Mid Wales Connection Project



  _____  





The Secretary of State for Energy & Climate Change has recently made a statement on the future of onshore wind energy. It is now clear that there is very little likelihood of significant onshore wind development going ahead in Mid Wales following the new policy position adopted by the new Conservative Government which will see the end of public subsidies for onshore wind. For a useful update on the latest situation, please visit Glyn Davies MP’s blog.

 





Health



  _____  




Elective Operations at Bronglais



 



Earlier this month, I called for an urgent update from the Health Minister, Mark Drakeford AM, on the cancellation of elective operations at Bronglais General Hospital. Residents are rightly losing their patience and some have contacted me to say that they have had their operations cancelled for non-clinical reasons three times on the trot at very short notice. 



 



I continue to be very concerned that decisions about the cancellation of inpatient elective procedures are being taken by administrators rather than clinicians and am not confident that Hywel Dda University Health Board are doing what is required to remedy this situation.




 





National Eisteddfod



  _____  




I’m looking forward to the National Eisteddfod which will be held in Meifod from 1st - 8th August.  Please click here for more information.
 
 





Surgeries



  _____  




I will be at the following events and shows over the summer. The events marked in red indicate that there will be a Welsh Conservative tent throughout the day, and I will be in tent at the times indicated.
 
In addition to the surgery dates below, you can also call my office to make an appointment in my Newtown or Welshpool office.
  



*	Saturday 25th July - Machynlleth Carnival, Y Plas – 12pm – 2pm

*	Saturday 1st August - Trefeglwys Show – 4pm – 6pm

*	Sunday 2nd August - Churchstoke Funday – Harry Tuffins Store – 12pm – 2pm

*	Saturday 8th August – Llangurig Show – 3pm – 5pm

*	Thursday 13th August - Guilsfield Show – 12pm – 2pm

*	Saturday 15th August - Llanfyllin Show – 12pm – 2pm

*	Saturday 15th August - Carno Show – 3pm – 5pm

*	Saturday 22nd August - Berriew Show – 12pm – 2pm

*	Monday 31st August – Llanbrynmair Show – 12pm – 2pm

*	Monday 31st August – Castle Caereinion Show – 3pm – 5pm





If you would like to read this in larger print / different format, please click here.

Best wishes,
 
Russell George
National Assembly Member for Montgomeryshire
Aelod Cynulliad dros Sir Drefaldwyn



13 Parker’s Lane, Newtown
Montgomeryshire, SY16 2LT 
Telephone: 01686 610887
 
20 High Street, Welshpool
Montgomeryshire, SY21 7JP 
Telephone: 01938 552315

Email: Russell.George@assembly.wales
Website: www.russellgeorge.com
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